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the Wesley Girls’ SHS matter—the National Muslim Conference of Ghana led by 

the National Chief Imam resisted issuing statements that could inflame tension.  

 

When Government instituted the National Day of Prayer held on the 1st of July 

this year, His eminence Cardinal Appiah Turkson attended the Muslim service 

recently held at the National Mosque. Same way the Muslims led by the General 

Secretary of NMCG was present at the Christian service. This was part of the 

efforts by Government in deepening religious appreciation and respect for one 

another. We chose dialogue, national unity, and the pursuit of justice through 

appropriate channels. Silence must never be mistaken for weakness, and peace 

must never be taken for granted. We wish to thank the many Christian personalities 

who have stood by us in this quest for religious freedom in our educational 

institutions. 

 

In view of the statement issued by the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

(GCBC) and the Christian Council of Ghana (CCG) on 25th November 2025, we 

state the following: 
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1. The Constitution Is Supreme   

The Constitution guarantees every Ghanaian student the right to practice and 

manifest their religion. Mission schools that accept state funding, state teachers, 

GETFund projects, and placement through the national system cannot act as 

private religious enclaves. Institutional identity cannot override individual 

constitutional rights and national interest. 

 

2. The GES Directive Is Unambiguous   

The GES Directive on Religious Tolerance (2015) explicitly prohibits:   

a.  Denial of the right of Female Muslim Students to manifest their religion by 

way of the hijab   

b.  Forcing Muslim students into Christian worship   

c. Preventing Muslim students from practicing their faith   

The GCBC/CCG position directly contradicts this binding directive. 

 

3. The MoU They Signed Exposes Their Contradiction   

The MoU on Government-Assisted Mission Schools, validated 15th April 2024, 

requires:   

a. Acceptance of diversity   

b.  Non-discrimination on the basis of religion 

c. Support for students’ religious practices   

d. Respect for fasting and places of worship   

It is therefore surprising for leaders who signed a peace-oriented MoU to now 

defend policies that violate it. It is important to state that Muslims are not asking 

for a mosque to be built in these mission schools, rather grant them their rights to 

pray, fast and not force them to attend church activities. 

  

4. Moral Leadership Cannot Be Selective   

It is disheartening that institutions claiming spiritual authority would support the 

oppression of vulnerable students—children who have no power except the 

protection guaranteed by the Constitution. What is there to gain if we insist on 

oppressing poor vulnerable students, denying them their fundamental human 

rights, even if such actions have, in the past, led to the painful death of a Muslim 

Student, as happened at Adisadel College in 2008? The NMCG have urged all 

Islamic Schools not to force students of other faiths to participate in Islamic 

worship.  

 

The Qur’an categorically states that “There is no compulsion in religion” (Qur’an 

2:256). For example, in many Islamic SHSs such as T.I Ahmadiyyah, Kumasi, 

Suhum Islamic Girls SHS and Siddiq SHS, Agona Nyarkrom among others, 

Christian female students do not put on veils (hijab) even though the hijab is part 

of the school uniform. 
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5. Ghana’s Peace and Stability is Supreme   

We call on all Ghanaians to recognize that, the unique peace we enjoy within a 

turbulent sub-region, marred by religious violence, cannot be taken for granted. 

Key elements in this peace have been the fact that, Christians and Muslims are 

friends with each other from attending the same schools, sleeping in the same 

room, and eating from the same dining hall. Such friendship cannot be maintained 

within an environment in which minority religious group’s rights are violated. 

The call for Muslims to attend their own schools is a call for religious segregation 

which cannot bode well for religious peace and harmony. Christians in Christian 

Schools and Muslims in Muslim Schools is a pseudo-apartheid system which can 

only entrench hatred for one religious group against another, a gas chamber 

waiting for the hazardous ignition to explode. We choose peace and look up to the 

country’s constitutional bodies to guarantee the religious rights and freedoms of its 

citizens. 

 

6. Conclusion   

Any mission school desiring absolute doctrinal control must voluntarily return 

public funds invested in the institution, decline the use of state curriculum and 

textbooks, pay teachers from its coffers and opt-out of national placement.  Until 

then, they are bound by the Constitution and the MoU. 

 

Muslims in Ghana understand the need to collaborate and cooperate with other 

religious communities for the development of mother Ghana. Particularly, our 

scriptures tell us to engage Christians (ahlul-kitab) for the common good of 

humanity (Qur’an 3:64).  

 

Therefore, the National Muslim Conference of Ghana (NMCG) believes in 

constructive inter-faith relations that inures to the benefits of national development. 

The NMCG reaffirms its trust in the courts and the constitutional order. We will 

respect the final ruling, and we expect all religious bodies to do the same. Ghana 

belongs to all of us. Our children must learn to live together, not segregate in the 

name of religion. 

 

We remain committed to peace—but peace anchored in justice, fairness, and 

respect for constitutional rights and humanity. 

 

Please find attached the MOU facilitated by the National Peace Council, developed 

by religious bodies, signed by leaders of Religious Bodies and endorsed by the 

GES. 

 

May God bless our homeland Ghana. 
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